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CROKER ATTACKS "iVlOS
IT AN ATTEMPT

ii

\ CHOKER'S CHARGES.

11 B. CROBLER gare out a statement yesterday
£ \ to the reporters who ware present at the

Maset Inquiry. He prefaced the action by
remnridnir Terr sienii antly to Mr. Moss that he
was about to expose his true character.
The paper handed out by Mr. Croker was in

the form of a typewritten statement and read as

follows:
The following is an extract from the opinions of

the Justices of the General Term, First Department,in the case of the People vs. Schooley, reportedin the eighty-nine Hunts Reports, pages
803, 895, 396. 397 and 399.
Parker. J.:

In December. 1890. four bonds of the St. Louis
and Iron Mountain Railroad Compny, of the par
value of $1,000 each, the property of Ellen M.

Cay, were stolen from her possession in Washington,D. C.
In August of the following year these bonds,

falsified by the obliteration of certain indorsementsthereon at the time of the larceny, and
further falsified by the obliteration of the true
numbers on the bonds and coupons attached, and
th esubstitution of other numbers, were in the
possession of the defendant.. and disposed of by
him under circumstances which the people claimed,

iand the jury have found, established knowledge on

his part that they had been stolen.
One of the bonds the defendant sold to the firm

of James Walsh & Son about August 10. 1891,
for which he received the check of the firm for
91 ,080. One of the Brm went wun mm to toe

bank upon which the check was drawn, where it
was cashed, after which they returned to the office
of Walsh 8c Son. and defendant handed back to
the firm $130, taking with him $900, which he
said was for a client of his by the name of Peterson.who owned the bond.

Peterssn was not produced upon the trial, nor was

bis absence satisfactorily accounted for.

Never Saw Peteraou Before.

One of the notaries, Mr. Frank Moss, testified
that this defendant came to him with another man,
whom he introduced as Joel Peterson, and reporthim to witness the signature and take
jreterson's acknowledgment; that he had never seen

the man called Peterson before, but did know the
defendant, and that, on the faith of the introduction,he witnessed the signature and took the
acknowledgment.

His testimony, so far as it related to the signingof the paper, which he witnessed and asknowledged.was as follows:
Q. It is your best recollection that that paper

was not signed in yotrr presence? A. I. think it
was not I think I asked this man if he desired
me to witness his signature, which I understand
to be the proper form, and I did so at the time.
By the Court.You witnessed the signature, but

you had not seen it signed? A. No; I wouldn't
say that I had.
By a juror.Mr. Moss, do you say that you seen

this man Peterson sign that? A. No; I didn't
T nnt- C11PA .if that

It is clear that Moss's testimony did not estab-
lish either that the alleged Peterson signed the
power erf attorney, which he acknowledged, or

that defendant did not.
Van Brunt, P. J.:

I concur in the conclusion arrived at by Mr.
Justice Parker, hut it does not seem to me that
the flagrant violation of duty by the notaries who
took the acknowledgments to the powers of attorneyoffered in eyidence in this case should pass

without notice. In fact, they should be proreededagainst criminally.
Two Powers of Attorne Involved.
Two powers of attorney were offered in eyidence,

elaiming to hare been executed on the 14th and
the 20th of August, respectiyely. in which each
notary certified that the person purporting to executethe power of attorney was personally known
to such notary; and the eyidence, as given by the
notaries, shows that they had neyer seen such a

person prior to the time of the alleged acknowledgment,and that the only eyidence of identity was

an introduction by tha prisoner, who. to at least
one of the otaries, was ot eyen personally known.

It would appear from the record that It had been

the habit of at least one of these n taries to certify
to personal knowledge of the identity of a person
executing a paper from an introduction at the
time of execution. 8uch practic. is a clear violationof the provisions of the statute and renders
tha notary liable to prosecution.
Many other cases might be cited, establishing

the proposition that mere persons! introduction at

the time of the execution of an instrument is not

the evidence which the statute requires, and that
It is a violation of duty upon the part of an officer.
making him liable to punishment to take an acknowledgmentunder such circumstances. I

might correct a child who had been a little
naughty. Nobody tried to atop him. The
members of th. committee looked surprised.Mr. Costello grinned. He has not
oeen in sympathy with the Investigation
from the outset- Mr. Moss flushed. When
Mr. Croker got through talking Mr. Moss
proceeded:

Knows No One Interested.
Q. Mr. Croker, have you done anything or dn

you intend to do anything to advise these gentlemenabout their conduct in relation to the Ramapo
contract? A. I shall do it in my own way, and 1
do not think I shall tell you.

Q. Do you intend to do it, Mr. Crokei ? A. It
is none of your affair.

Q. Have you any direct understanding with politicalleaders or officials in New York? Do you
know of any Republican who is interested in the
Ramapo Water Company? A. Not that I know of;

i s Have you any information pointing to the
connection with the Ramapo Water Company's
scheme of any prominent Republican ? A.I know
nothing about it.

Q. Have you any proofa concerning the good
qualities of the Ramapo Company? A. 1 do not
know a thing about the Ramapo Company.

Q. I ask yoq again, Mr. Croker. There has been
a constant err here that this committee does not
intend to bring out the facts showing the action*
of prominent Republicans with the IUmapo Company,and I ask you here as the leader of the

1 Democratic organization to state not only your
knowledge but your information concerning the
action of any Republican leader with the ftamapo
water scheme. A. I do not know. You know ail
of that

U. I am asking you to give it to the people. A.
Call this gentleman, Mr. Clark. He knows all
about it. He was there when the whole thing
vent through.
John Pardu Clark, one of Mr. Moss's asstants.stood up.
Mr. Croker.Mr. Clark and you understand each
>er. You can't fool the people of this town any
re.
(r Moss.By this time every intelligent citizen
his city has made up his mind on the Raraapo,
aaks to hare it stopped.
'Clarke's Strange Statement.

Moss invited Mr. Oroker to lnterroMr.Olarke. Mr. Oroker refused,
u ask him," he said.
Hy Mr. Oroker asked Mr. Ol'arke a]
r.sfcnang tt&d this from

;roker ac
and agai>
;stwho calls !
to incite violence
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MOSS'S REPLY.

MR. MOSS saw Mr. Croker's typewritten documentlust night for the first time, when a

Journal reporter showed it to him at his
house, No. 306 East One Hundred and Twentieth
street.
"When Mr. Croker made the remark in court

to-day about exposing my reputation, prior to handincrhio fv"r\^xxrT*xffan f/Vlirv /"» thn rotvtrtpro T Tkaifl Tin

attention to him," said Mr. Moss.
"My only endeavor at the moment was to get

him back to the question I had just put to him
and extort from him a satisfactory answer. Of
course, his production of the paper was in the way
of a diversion from the testimony in hand at the
moment.

"Since leaving the courtroom I have made myself
familiar with the nature of Mr. Croker's attack on

me, though I had not seen the paper he gave out.
"It is such a feeble attempt as to be really unworthyof any attention at all. I didn't even

look at the paper in the courtroom. It is a surprisingthing that a man who pretends to cloak
himself with a certain dignify like Croker should
descend to such a petty attack, the absurdity of
which is apparent on its face.
"One thing about it, however, is significant.

Such a step by Croker is a plain intimation to 4he
rank and file of Tammany that any sort of violence
or attack meted out to me will meet with the entimeapprobation of the prganization and its leaders.

Declares He Is Not Frightened.
"However, such tactics will not frighten me or

lead me to pause a moment in doing my duty in
carrying on this investigation to the end. dis!agreeable as my position is. I propose to go ahead
unflinnkinnh. nc mn + t-nv VI-Vl O + +V>A nilfpnmP mflV VlP
UuululuulBJy. nu manci » > .

For the enmity I may create as its attendant consequenceto myself I give no heed.
"Mr. Croker's act, however, shows one thing. He

is frightened to death. He sought a diversion, and
like the cuttlefish, he has tried to cloud up the
waters so as to escape observation himself.

"I have given Croker, Van Wydk and McLaughlin
each a chance to come otrt and declare themselves
against this Itamapo job and they have all refused
to put themselves on record at taking that attitude.
Instead, there answer to my pleadings for the truth
in this silly, a! surd attack on me.

'"the case that Mr. Croker brings up is nothingnew. It was a matter of record when I was

counsel for the Society for the Prevention of
Crime. I was trounding those same people then
and if there was anything in this charge why
didn't they attack me at that time? When the'
case came up for a hearing on an appeal, too, all
the facts now brought out by Croker were known
and dwelt upon, but no criminal action was begun
as contemplated.
"The fact is I did only what thousands of

notaries do every day. I witnessed their man Peterson'ssignature and took his acknowledgement
without ever having seen him before. I did this,
however, because I knew Mr. Schooley, who accompaniedPeterson, as a lawyer whom I had
9een practising at the bar for twenty-five years,

or, at least, ever since I had begun to practice
myself.

He Depended on Schooley.
"As far as I knew, Schooley was a perfectly

reputable man. He introduced the man with
him to me as Peterson. How do any of us know

the identity of another except through the fact
that we are introduced to them by a friend or

acquaintance.
"Of the matter in hand I knew nothing. It was

a mere caae of certifying to the signature and to

the identity of the persons affixing them. I

knew Schooleg, who answered for Peterson. Ask
anv notary if he would have acted differently underthe circumstances.

"I think the case was tried before Judge Fitzgerald.Colonel John R. Fellows was the District-Attorneyat the time, and I think Mr.
O'Hare, his assistant, represented the people. I do
not recall at this moment the name of the other
notary. If I remember rightly he was not even a

lawyer, but merely some lawyer's clerk.
"I never heard anv comment on the ease at the

time, and was not even called to testify when the
case went up for appeal. It was merely an unfortunateoccurrence for me that Schooleg happened
to come to me under these peculiar circumstances.
I don't know where Mr. Schooleg is to-day. but I

understand that he is in prison somewhere.
"To-morrow I shall go on with the Mazet inquiryas usual, and shall not make any categorical

reply to this weak attack that Mr. Croker sees

fit to make now that he finds himself in a hole
and squirming under the pricks of the Ramkpo inquiry.

"1 have not seen any one else about his charges,
and hare made no statement in regard to them
for publication. I can only add that they are

causing me no loss of sleep."

him:
I never heard of the IUmapo Water Company

in any shape, manner or form. The first time I
heard anything about it was during my vacation
in August, when I received a copy of a New York
paper. That waa in August of this year. I receiveda telegram from the New York Journal,
which had been lying at large during the three
days I was out in camp, saying. "Will you allow
your name to be vised in the Vigilance Committee?"
I telegraphed back not to use my name.

This closed the incident. Mr. Croker enJoyedit. When dt was ended he leaned
back In his chair and laughed heartily.

Q. Now, Mr. Croker, have you taken a position in
this committee as an individual or as the leader of
your party for or against the proposed Raraapo
water contract? A. That I reserve. I do not think
it is necessary to tell you that.

y. Have you had any communications with any
one upon the subject of the proposed Uamapo contract?A. Not the slightest.

Q. Did you pay for your stock in the automobile
company ? A. lou will have to guess that.

Q. How much stock of the Huckelberry Road did
you pay for? A. That's my own affair.

Q. How much stock of the elevated road did you
pay for? A. That's my own business.
Q Did you pay for any stock In the Brooklyn

Heights Railway? A. That's my own private affair.
Mr. Croker is Amused.

Q. You realize that you are auch a public
character that you can do as you like? A. You
are trying to ouuy me Dy uianiug sucu oyvcwuco.

Mr. Croker laughed again.
Q. Mr Croker, did you sell Manhattan stock

short? A. Private business.
Q. Tou have cooenctions with a Mr. Freodman.

A. He handles private business.
Q. Works for your company? A. Just as you are

working for criminals. Even" man in New York
works more or less for his pocket. You do not do it
in a respectable way. Tne opinion of the Chief
Judge of the State of New York and the Chief
Judge of the Appellate Division here in New York.

Q. After you were served with your first subpoenasome weeks ago did you talk with a Judge
of the Supreme Court about that subpoena? ATNo

Q. I see, Mr. Croker, according to a press dispatch,that when you were abroad you were looked
upon by some of the people as Mayor of New York.
A. Well, what about it?

Q. I want you to have the benefit of it here. It
comes very near being the truth. A. In your esjtimation, not in mine.
This closed Mr Croker's experiences as

ajvltness. He left the chair lu hUh »iood

XUSES FR
I MAKES L
humor and -wont out of court with a broad
smile on his face.

THE MAYOR DEFIANT
ON RAMAPO QUESTION,

MAYOR VAN WYCK was in an ugly
humor. He had read the freauent

comment of Frank Moss on the need of
shortening the Mayor's term. On Wednesdayhe saw in the Journal Mr. Moss's
threat of appealing to the Governor to removehtm if he didn't remove his appointees
who voted for the Ramapo contract. He
felt that his turn to reply had come. He
sat in the witness chair, with his silverheadedcane across his knees. From the
outset he was short and sharp. A little later
he developed a belligerent mood that kept
things at a boiling point.' Mr. Croker sat

near by, grimly enjoying the situation. Mr.

Moss apiproached his task in an apprehensivespirit.
Q. When did you first know that the Ramapo

Company was making proposals to the city ol New
York for furnishing water? A. There were three or

four hearings before me.

Q. Did you understand that those who appeared
before you vero in favor of the Ramapo Company?
A. Well, I did not discuss it tul/y. The unci
writers decided that the city needed a I'.OO-foot
pressure. That whs their statement before rue.

Q. Did the underwriters discuse the Ramapo1
A. They discussed that fully. The consensus wa

that the water shed west of the North River win

the best for this city.
Q. Then you thought that this plan that these

gentlemen favored and that you become interests.,
fn had a plant to furnish the city? A. Your questionexpresses facts.
This was the first warning note of dan

ger. The Mayor's eyes began to gleam, and
the more sort and affable Mr. Moss became
the fiercer grew His Honor.

Q. Did you consider it an important subject 1
A. Why, certainly.

Q. Did you ever talk to Commissioner Daltor
about the contract? A. Never.

Q. Did you ever talk to President Holahan'
Aj I will state to you that my way of running the

A4-n f1 m iaai nr> pre; I
I government i» not to caaxv iw .

will act just as I think right.
Q. You have thought it best for you as Mayo:

not to attempt to advise or influence the acts oi

the Commissioners, and not to advise them whei
they come for adrice. You leave it to them t<
work it out the best they know how. These Com
missioners are jour appointees and they are re

sponsible to you? A. They are responsible to thi
law.

Q. But you are the executive of the law? A. loi

cannot remove these Commissioners except unde:
charges after the first six months.

Q. You have examined the contract? A. Well,
saw it in the newspapers.

Q. Have you examined the full copy of the con
tract? A. No.

Q. Why have you not done so? There is ar

official copy which the Corporation Counsel sent t<
the Board of Improvements with a statement tfca
it was In legal form, and printed in the Cit:
Record. A. There hag been nothing done by th<
company or by the city.

Q. Have you examined the minutes? A. I haw
not. I made a copy of the minutes that wen
before the Board of Public Improvements.

Q. Commissioner White said yesterday he coul<
get all the water he needed for Brooklyn fron
Long Island. Did you believe it when you wrob
your messuge? A. White had not been indictee
then.
A laugh ran through the court room. Mr

Croker Chuckled.
Q. Did you believe the report when you read it'

A. I had no reason to believe that Mr. YVhite wai
° «/vm*i»1rnl nn n thiof

Q. Do you brand Mr. White as a scoundrel anc
a thief before he has been proved sot A. Thf
Grand Jury said so.

Q. Don't you know if you made that remark out
side of the witness chair you could be sued foi
libel? A. Hamilton was to sue me for libel; ht
didn't do so.

Q. When did you cease to believe what you said
in your message abcut the water supply? A. Never,
The Mayor laid his cane on the stenographer'sdesk and placed his hat beside it.

Then he moved forward to the edge of his
Chair, and, placing his hands on his knees,

flared savagely at Mr. Moss. Then t£ia
appenea;
Q. Do you know that these Commissioners are

not elected officers? A. Why do you ask such
foolish questions? Tour question is absolutely
silly. This whole matter about the Ramapo contractis a hullabaloo about nothing. I hope you
will get that nomination for the Supreme Court.
Otherwise you wouldn't be going down on your
knees to Republican witnesses.

Q. Is Levi P. Morton a stockholder of the
Ramapo Water Company? A. Get the list and
find out.

<J. Do you know whether or not Levi P. Morton
is a stockholder or not? A. 1 do not know whether
Mr. Dutcher is, but I have been informed.

Q. Well, you tell us of any other citizens whom
you jkaye been informed are members or stbckhold»rs
in t/ie Ramapo Water Company. Tell us any Republicansthat are in that company. A. Tou can

[ get that list and save all this talk.
O Mr Holnhan was ouoted as saving that you

advised him to put that Ramapo contract through.
Is it true? A. I do not think lie said so.

Mr. Holahan arose with fire in his eyes.
In a Jourt voire he said: /

"Never in my life." J
Q. I did not ask you whether you h;ul any writtencommunication on the Ramapo matter. A. No.

sir.
Q. Have you had anr cammunioatiei:# fir conversationin behalf of the Ramapo. admission from any

persons prominent in the Republican party? A. I
ao not know.
The Mayor was abruptly excused. He

stopped long enough to shake hands effusivelywith Mr. Croker. Then he disappeared.
LAUTERBACH TELLS

SIGNIFICANT FACTS.

EDWARD LAUTEBACH was called. The
failure of his attempt on Wednesday tc

sidetrack the whole Inquiry by getting the
committee to accept a list of the stock
holders with the proviso that it be kept from
the public had not entirely disarmed him,
He Is a most resourceful man. First hi
tried to becloud the subject. To do this hi
started to make a long speech. He declare!
that he was there to tell the whole truth
that he had nothing to conceal and that hi
would state the facts no matter what tht
outcome was. TheD Mr. Lauterbach sale
that Charles A. La Mont get him to act ai
one of the company's counsel. He said hi
didn't know how much unrecorded stool
had been disposed of. He believed tbat th<
whole $2,500,000 capital had been taken. Hi
said he had 250 shares. He thought Judgi
Truiax drew the amendment to the bill, ant
that the only person who took any interes
in the bill in the Legislature was Magistrati
Hogan, who also is"a stockholder.

Q. Is General Tracy a stockholder? A. He was.
Q. Is his name on that list which yon showed t<

us yesterday? A. Do you think that is a delicat.
way of getting at that list? Yes, his name was 01
the list.
Mr. Lauterbach made another speech con

eerning the virtue of the company and thi
city's need for its existence. When he go
through talking Mr. Moss proceeded witl
his questions. This convinced Mr. Lauter
bach that his effort to confuse the issue ha<
failed. "Then he said jauntily that the stoc)
of the company had been dealt in durinj
the last year at fair prices and that hi
Could readily have sold out his stock a
par any time within the last six months.

Q. Hag the company $2,500,000 worth of prop
arty to represent its stock? A. In my opinion thi
assets of the company, consisting of options, con
tracts and work done by the engineers and thi
electrical feature of the company makes the stocl
valuable.
Mr. Moss wanted to know how the stocl

could have held its par value for a yea]
when the proposed contract with the citj
only appeared last month. Mr. Lauterbacl
replied that the ability of the Esopus wate
shed to generate from 100,000 to 125,00<
horse power for electrical purposes at one
quarter the cost of coal made the stock val
uable.
Then Mr. Dauterbach began to laugh a

the contract which Mr. Whalen had ap
proved. He said if the company had tle<
Itself up to that contract he would hav
sold his stock for a cent, because under it
provisions the city was not bound to tak
any water from the company unless i
wanted to. This was an admission that 1
was the prospective contract with the city
not the opportunity for generating elec
tricity, that made the etookwaluable.
"Why, if that contract Mr. Whalen ba<

approved had been entered into," said Mr
Lauterbach, "the company could not am
would not have carried It out."
Mr. Mose said that this was a damagln;

admission and bore out what he said at tb
outset, that the company had no intentloi
of ever carrying out the contract. He sal<
that this was a fact at the time when th<
effort was made to jam It through th<
board. President Holahan objected am

grew violent. He was threatened wltl
ejection.
"Once S lunched with John F Carroll a

the Lawyers' Club," continued Mr. LauteT
bach. 'T got Carroll to buy some Thlrt
.Avenue Railroad, stock and he induced m<
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to buy some Consolidated Ice stock, and wc
both were sorry.

Q. Did you ever talk with Mr. Croker about the
Ramano Company? A. Never; but I have talked
witn him.

Q. Ever been a party to any political arrangementwith him? A. Never.
Mr. Lauterbach will be chlled again or

next Tuesday, when he will be asked to
surrender the list of stockholders.

^RAMAPO OFFERED
STOCK FOR INFLUENCE.

EDWARD M. GROUT, president of th«
borough of Brooklyn, told the commit

tee that Brooklyn 's against the Ramapc
job. He said he heretofore hadvrefused tc
aid in making any contract for\a privati
supply of water. He was opposed to fran
chlse jobbing, and wanted thtf cilfr to owi

its own supply.
"In 189S," be said, "the Ramapo mattei

came before the Board of Public Improve
meats, and everything connected with ii
was discussed except the cost of water
When I heard that the matter had come ui
for final settlement I was not surprised, foi
I always suspected that It would be brought

! up some time. The jtfly the matter wai

>| treated convinced me that some memberi
> of the Board were not opposed to it.

"I do not know whether any person'
prom'nent in political life are eonnecte<

i with the company. I have heard rumors,
am opposed to contracts with private watej
companies, because they are likely to leac
to fraud and corruption. During the meet

» ing of the Board in 1898, when the matter
was discussed. I asked Jlr. Dutcher ques
tions until the president of the Boan

1; stopped me. Mr. Lauterbach had a sto
j r.ograpber present, and i have asked him It
j vain for a copy of the proceedings.
, "It was common report in Brooklyn tha
the stock of the company was peddle<
among persons who might aid the com

I pany's schemes. It Is true tliat $50,00
; worth of the stock was offered by Mr. Lt
I Mont to one prom'nent man who mlgh
, Lave aided the company. This was abou
J ten years age."

"DECLINE TO ANSWER,"
M'LAUGHLIN REPEATS

i\
1

HUGH M'LAUGHLIN entered the conr
room with Bridge Commissioner Shea

t He looked ill. His face was pale, am
1 there were deep hollows under his eyes
i He sat in the witness chair and looked a

i Mr. Moss as though he had no interes
? whatever in the proceedings. So weak an

£ Incapable did he appear that Chairmai
Mazet once asked him if he felt physicall;
able to testify. Mr. McLaughlin said h
guessed he could stand it. Mr. Moss adopt

^ ed various methods to induce him to sa:
that he and his friends opposed the Kama

{ po scheme because Tammany had hatche
v a plan to get possession of the Long Tsl
' and Water Works for $570,000. He trie
i to show that Mr. McLaughlin's conflder
t tlal man, James Shevlin, had had recen
J conferences with Richard Croker and Joh

F. Carroll to effect arrangements by whic
the opposition to the Rnmapo job mlgb
be removed. Mr. McLaughlin would no

t reply to these questions.
"You have taken a prominent part 1

1 politics," Mr. Moss began. "Some peopl
e say so," replied Mr. McLaughlin.
s Q. You are one of the advisers of one of th
B political divisions, are you not? A. I have ha
t people ask me questions.
t Q. Your advice has beerl sought more than ev«

since the consolidation? A. No, sir.
' ' 1 A n-m e Vicv TSowintvM/itr irt K"irtc

*" County? A. No, sir.
Q. You know Comptroller Coler Bridge Con

I missioner Shea and James Shevlin? A. They hi

Democrats, the same as I am, and I have talks
j with them.
x Q. Do you know that Jklr. Shevlin went to Sar:

toga recently to meet Carroll or Croker? A. N<
5 sir.
e Q. Have you been asked to meet Croker or an

j prominent politician since this water question cam
3 up? A. No. sir.
1 Q. It is said that the Democrats who antagc
= nized the water scheme and the friends of Mi
B Croker have met and patched up a peace? A.
I never heard such a thing.
l Mr. Moss tried to get Mr. McLaughlin t

express an opinion concerning the Raman
t job, but Mr. McLaughlin refused on tb
gronud that it ould make uo differene

I what he thought about it. Mr. MoyS the:
; appealed to him as an, old and respect«<
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i, Who Is 111, Declining to Ai

citizen of Brooklyn to say -whether heji
would oppose the scheme If he were eon-
vinced that It was corrupt. He refused to

ibe cajoled and was equally reticent con- ,

cerning Brooklyn's need for more water;
Whether It should own Its own plant or
whether he thought the tying up of the
city In a' forty-year contract would be a
good thing. ,

Q. Did you have any knowledge that the
Ramapo contract was to be brought tip in the
Board of Public Improvements? A. I think not.

(J. How long have you known Commissioner
Shea? A. Ever since his childhood. With others,
I suggested him for the Commissionership he now
holds. i

n r>n ctr,.V in *(,» Tdnrwl
Water Company? A. is holding stock in any companya crime? I decline to answer questions about
my private affairs.

Q. Isn't it a fact that you and your associates
own the majority of the stock of that company?
A. I decline to answer.

Q. It is said that your interest in the Long
Island Company had much to do with your oppositionand that of your friends to the Ramapo
scheme. A. (Warmly). I have already told you the
Ramapo business was settled a week before I knew
of it. If I commit any crime a judicial court and
not this committee should interrogate me.

Q. iJid you not request your friends to protect
fou against the sale of the Long Island plant tor
570.000, which you thought would be a lose to the
company of about $2,000,000? A. I decline to
answer.

Q. Didn't you hear that Tammany was interested
in the Ramapo scheme? A. Only through comment.

Q. Didn't you hear that Croker was interested in
it? A. No.

Q. Have you at any time advised the Brooklyn
members of the Board to oppose the Ramapo contract?A. I may have haa a conversation, with
Commissioner Shea.

Q. Did you not convey to the Commissioners
your opposition to the contract? A. I have had
no conversation with them.

Q. Don't you believe in municipal ownership of
public works? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Don't you believe the city should own its
water supply? A, There are some matters on which
all citizens differ. When the matter comes up to
be settled it can be discussed.

Q. Do you think it would be a good thing for
the city to enter into a forty-year contract for its
water supply? A. I decline to express any opinion.

Q. Mr. McLaughlin, you have steadily retrained
from expressing an opinion on the important points
involved in this Ramapo scheme. Because of the
accusations made the committee deemed it just to
give you an opportunity to be heard. I ask you
again if you do not wish to make vour Dositiou

1 clear? A. You must admit that there are some
persons who don't know anything about it.

CROKER DELIGHTS
TO FOOL REPORTERS.

t Why Tenth Avenue Is Against Sheehan.

j What "The Wheel" Did for a '

Convert.
t
t Richard Croker extracts genuine exjhilaration from his annual practice of fooling ren

porters. About once every year, when things are
hottest, Mr. Croker announces to his intimates, "Now
watch me give the reporter* the slip," and then he

e disappears. The triumph of the boss's inner circle
i» poorly concealed when some such successful disyappearance has been acomplished.
"Andy" Freedman with difficulty conceals his

j amusement, and even sombre John Carroll has been
known to express his satisfaction that the boss has

.j shown his superior acumen, while "Tommy" Smith.
Mr. Croker's secretary, who was once a reporter himself.Is at no pains to conceal liis contempt for

n newspaper men.

t Few people know that there is a
it strong prejudice against John C. Sheehan in that

portion of Tenth avenue which is included in his
n district. It all arises from a partiality shown to
e aristocratic Eighth avenue by Mr. Sheehan when

the latter was Police Coflimis3ioner. Tenth avenue
thinks itself quite as good as Eighth avenue, and

" the fact that Sheehfn discriminated in favor of the
latter on one occasion has never been forgotten "Or

:r forgiven.
A certain saloon keeper of Tenth avenue, who is

5s now a power in the district, but was then of no specialpolitical importance, solicited his influence to
1_ secure the privilege of enclosing a portion of the side*walk in front of his saloon with bushes and shrub,
d bery for the purposes of an open air beer garden,

sucn as they have on Eighth avenue. Sheqhan didn't
exert himself, cud Tenth avenue had no garden. To>.day it has severii.

J They say, too, that the luck is with
the men who deserted Sheehan. and point to "Tomymy" Smith and Frank Goodwin as examples. A

r, case in point is the experience of a well-taiown
Sheehan man who has a passion for playiag "the
wheel." His name is withheld for obvious reasons.

0 The luck was against him until one night last week,
O .lust after he had announced his intention of deserteing to the enemv. He was walking down Tenth
p avenue in dejected mood, when he happened to pause;? in front of a. church to light a cigar. The electric
J light on the corner cast a brilliant glare over the
11 front of the church, and looking up. the convert.
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nswer Questions.
ead these words oa the signboard:
"Special services to-morrow at 8/. 9:30, 10:30 and

11:30."
The meaning of this mystic combination sank

lowly at hist, into the ex-Sheehau man's sodden
orain, but the next moment he gave a start of surprise,and extracting his notebook, carefully copied
lown the numbfers and went his way with an elasticstep.
The next night saw him at his beloved wheel. He

bought a stack of chips and bet as follows: $7i on
the 8, $2 on the 9, $1 on the 10, 50 cents on the
11 and 50 cents on the 30.
The little white ball rolled delicately and with

seeming reluctance into the 8, and he won $173.
He pocketed $100 of his winnings and went on with
his system, this time n'aying $5 on the 9. Nine
name up and he pocketed another hundred and went
on with the system. That night he won $000 and
treated his friends and himself generously. He says
he is now $2,500 ahead of the game and is convincedthat his hoodoo was Sheehnn all along. His
experience has created a tremendous stir in the district.and everybody who can is playing his system.

DUTCHER TELLS ABOUT
THE PAPER ASSETS.

SILAS B. DUTCHER, the president of
the Ramapo Company, testified that

the $2,500,000 capital stock of the company
had been issued, and he presumed it had
been paid for.

Q. Has the company got $2,500,000 now? A.
Not that I am aware of.

y. Has it got $2,500,000 worth of property? A.
I can't estimate that.

y. What property has it got? A. Options and a

large amount of engineering work. We have to
show for it certain maps and cpntracts. A large
amount of money has been expended.

y. Who knows how much has been spent? A.
Secretary La Mont and the engineers, I supposs.

CAN CLOSE"THE MAILS
TO CRIMINAL TRUSTS,

Lawyer Northrup Says Congress Needs
No New Power to Deal with

, Them.

Chicago, Sept. 14..As a contribution tc
the general discussion of trusts here, G. W
Northrup, of the Chicago bar, has preparec

~ ,4-^x .ihwnw .now Uo-ht or
a 1)« pel Laauwuru LV --m~-

the attitude of the Supreme Court and tin
powers of Congress relative to trusts.
Mr. Northrup makes the point that in th<

Sherman act the court has held itself t(

the literal wording, and In no way. 011 tin
ground of constitutionality, 'has questlonec
or attempted to obstruct the power of Con
gress ro legislate. He makes strong tin
allegation that the Federal authorities hav<
power, without amendments to the Consti
tution, to prevent trusts from using th<
mai*5. as in the ease of lotteries, which h<
thinks would strike a body blow. He hold!
that Congress, without Const1tutlo.ua
umendment, may prohibit railroads fron
carrying trust property from one State lnt<
another.

WORKmGMENDEMANI)"CITY
OWNERSHIP OF FRANCHISES

Labor Federation in Session at Alban;
Talks nf "Indeoendent Political

Action."

Albany, Sept. 14..The convention of th
Worklngmeu's Federation adopted resolu
tlons, to-night, indorsing a State law go\
ernlng euglneers in place of the presen
law governing stationary engineering i
the city of New York. They also pr-oteste
against the inferior material used in th
construction of the public schools of Greai
er New York. Another resolution reads:
"The Stated Worklngniieifs Federatio

recommend to Its affiliated organization
to discuss the advisability of irulependen
political action of the organized workinj,
men of the State of New York on the fo
lowing planks: First, public ownershi
and operation of all means of transport*
tion. Second, public ownership and open
tion of the telegraph and telephone syf
tems. Third, public ownership of all gas
electric and water plants."

A man who kills from conscienc
tells about it in next Sunday'
Journal.

SHAWSIMS HE
DIDN'T CONFESS

Darnell, Arrested onReporter'sComplaint,
Is Released.

THREAT OF LIBEL SUIT.

Acquitted Man Admits No Part
r^. r . .

ot the rhiladelphia
Times's Story.

Philadelphia, Sept. 14..The publication
of the alleged confession of Eli Shaw that
in spite of his two acquittals, he did murderhis mother, after killing his grandmother,created nearly as great a sensationas the murder itself.
Sbaw denies utterly that he confessed,

and says he has nothing to confess. Eugene
Darnell, who, according to the Philadelphia.Times, accompanied Shaw home and
was in the house, No. 242 Vine street, when
the murder was done, was release^ this
evening on motion of the Public Prosecutor
in $1,000 bail. On complaint of a Times
reporter he had been arrested as an accessoryafter the fact.
Darnell, who is of good repute, bitterly

denies the story that he was on a debauch
with Shaw and accompanied him home to
get money with which to continue the
revel.
Shaw did not fly the town at all. He

spent Wednesday night in Philadelphia and
returned early next morning to Camden
with Miss Eva Wood, to whom he is now

engaged.
Swears to a Denial.

"Eli," was asked of Shaw to-day, "what
is there In this story a'bout a confession?"

"It's a lie," cried Shaw, "an infernal lie.
I never had such a conversation with the
Times reporters. They wanted an interview,and I refused to give it. They told
me about this Darnell story, and I said it
was not true."
To make the denial more binding, Shaw

made an affidavit.
According to/the Times account this is

what happened at the interview which occurredon Federal street: in Camden:
"Eli," said on of the newspaper men, "you know

Gene Darnell, don't you?"
"Yes, indeed," responded Shaw with a laugh|

"mapy's the time I have had with him."
"But you haven't been with him lately, have

you?"
"No, I had a row with him," returned Shaw,

frowning.
"When?"
Shaw looked up inquiringly.
"Oh, shortly after.after .he hesitated.
"After the trouble at your house?"
"Yes."
"Do you know where he was the night of the

murder? was asked.
Shaw's face paled. He trembled. He glanced
Then, slowly and with detail, the evidence against

him was fitted together in his presence. At Delawareavenue Shaw stopped. A light shone in his
eyes.
"Did you murder those women, Eli!" came the

question.
"No.no.yes, X killed them. But you can't

touch me.you can't touch me, he cried, boastfully.
"But you can fee a charge of perjury."
The effect of this remark was instantaneous. He

turned with an angry snarl. His right hand crept
back to his pocket.
"None of that, Shaw." exclaimed one of his accusers,striking down nis arm. "You But

Shaw hd not the courage to pull a pistol and
commit a third murder, and, swinging quickly on
his Jieel, he ran acros sthe street, climbed over the
high fence of the West Jersey depot, and borded
a moving train.

Eibel Suit Tlireatenedu
Foster Zane, Shaw's uncle, was with him

all day. "If you do not have those people
arrested," lie said, "you will (have to find
some other place than my home."
To-night the report Is current that the

Hints reuuners are iu ub urremeu ior

|criminal libel.
Eugene Darnel made a statement for the

!Journal before lie was released from jail.
"I knew Shaw pretty well, as he was employedat Taylor Brothers', where I am

bookkeeper," said Mr. Darnell, "but I do
not drink, so could not. have been on a debauchwith him, as the Times snld. It is
a frightfully libellous attack, and I propose
to institute proceedings against the Times."
The Times upholds its story. The editor

says the paper will prove_all its allegations,arid that Shaw-, when cornered by tbo two
reporters, did confess. Howard K. Sloan
and William H. Hay, the two reporters,
made statements to the Journal reporter tonightreiterating the Tlmes's story.

FORMER NAVY"ENGINEERS
SAY THEY SCENT A PLOT.

Declare That the New Personal Law Is
Violated in a Recent

©rder. t

Washington, Sept. 14..The former engineerofficers of the navy are determined
to resist what they believe is a plot against
them. They say that through undue Influences,Mr. Allen, Assistant Secretary of
tlio Vflrr Sac Vioo,, o

eral order which injures the officers who
are not to perform line duties. They declaretne order violates the principles of
tlies new personnel law.
The objectionable requirement is that the

one hundred machinists recently appointed
in the navy from among the enlisted men
shall perform watch duty in the engine
rooms, and that in certain instances the
senior machinist shall act as engine-room
officer. Ehgiueer-in-Ohief Melville has pro.tested against the order without avail.

EXCURSIONISTS SEE A
SUICIDE'S STRUGGLE.

Woman, Crazed with Drink, Attempts to
Drown Herself in the East River

1 and Is Rescued. '

> Passengers returning on a Glen Island
boat which landed yesterday afternoon at

' the foot of East Thirty-first street, wltnessedthe effort of Tillie Norton, thirty1three years oldt of No. 384 East Thlrtyifourth street, to drown herself In the East
> River.

Several of the excursionists said the
woman dropped from the pier, and two of
them, who declined to give their names,
.lived after her. She was brought "to the

, top of the pier amid the cheers of two hundredpersons. 1

The voung woman as soon as released by
if ftinm ../...../ll*. on.

standing at a distance, defied any one to J
touch her again. At the same time she
began disrobing on the pier, and there Is
no telling what might have happened save
for the timely arrlva; c* a policeman from

e tin1 East Thirty-first street station. He
i- called an ambulance and the woman was
, taken to Bellevue. She was found to he

suffering from alcoholism. In the prison
t ward she declared she was sorry she had
n not killed herself.

"I have nothing to live for," she said.
® C'nn See the Oceanic for 50 Cents.

On the invitation of the agents of the
» Wh'to Star Line Steamship Company, a

£ hundred guests were entertained yesterday
aboard the great steamship Oceanic. I^he

f- vessel will he open for public inspection on

P Monday, an admission fee of fifty cents be»-in? charged. The receipts wiil be donated
i to a Netv York hospital.
?. ..

*' SKsT ALL FOR LOVE.
The story of the greatest sacrifice

e thai a man was ever known to

s make for love in the history of
modern New York. Sei
Sundew's JournsJ-


